To orRAaio Tou AiI6¢ (Za) Bpiokeral KATW atro TNV YnAoTEPN Kopupn Twv KUKAGOWV Tou
opdwvupou Opouc kai £xel ektaon tepitrou 4100 1.,

H cuaTnuaTtikn avaoKa@IKr Epeuva EOEICE TNV AdIAKOTIN KATOIKNGT) TOU Xwpou Katd tn Neotepn,
TNV TeAikn NeoAiBikn kai Tnv Mpwiun Emoxn Tou XaAkou (57— apxec 3™ XIAIETIOC TT.X.).
EvrotrioTnkav guvoAIkd €¢I opidovtec XpNonc. Ta amoTeAEopaTa TS EPEUVAC £XOUV ID1QITEPN
gonuaagia yia 1 XpovoAoynan Kai Tn YEAETN TNC TTOAMITIOUIKNG OUVEXEIOC OTIC KUKAQOEC aTTO TN
NeoAIBiIkn atnv [NpwTokuKAAdIKA TrEPiNd0 (41— 3" IAIETIa T1.X.). H OIKOVOUia TwV KATOIKWY TOU
oTnAaiou BaCioTnKE aTN Yewpyia aitnpwy (Kp18ap!) Kal oaTrpiwy (PaKr), ¢AcoAId) Kal TV KTN-
voTpo@ia (alyotrpopara).

A0 Ta aTpwuadTa TNS TeAIKNC NeoAIBIKNC TTpoEPXOVTAIl TIEAEKEIC, BEAOVEC KOl TTEPOVEC ATTO XOA-
KO TTOU £XOUV ECAIPETIKN anuaaia yia Tnv mpwiun petaAAoupyia ato Alyaio. Eva opBoywvio,
O1ATPNTO EAQCUA XPUOOU (TaIVia), TO TTAAQIOTEQO EUPNUA ATTO TTOAUTIMO METAAAO OTIC KUKAGOEC,
eMIREPAIWVEI TN OUPUETOXN TwWV KUKAAOITWY g€ dikTud avtaAAaywv Tn¢ Alyaiaknc NeoAIBIKNC.
2NUAVTIKA €ival eTionc Ta kataAoita NS MNpwiung EToxnc Tou XaAkou pe 101diTepa anuavtika
TO ATTOTUTTWHATA OQPayiowv g€ JACEC TTNAOU. ATTO TO AVWTEPO OTPWHA TTPOEPXETAI ETTIONC KEPA-
WIKN TS Meanc kai "YoTepnc EToxne Tou XaAkou, OTTwe Kal Twv IoTopIKWY XpOVWwY (apXaiKwy,
KAQOIKWYV, EAANVIOTIKWV/pwHdiKwV). OpIGUEVA ATTO TA EUPNUATA TNC AVAOKAPNC EKTIBEVTAI OTO
apyaioloyiko pouaeio Xwpag Nagou.
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Zas cave is located below the peak of Mount Zas, the highest mountain summit in the Cyclades.
The entire surface area of the cave is estimated to be approximately 4100m? .

Systematic excavations in the cave showed the it's continuous use during the Late (Zas |), Final
Neolithic (Zas lIA,B) and the Early Bronze Age (5" — early 3" millennia BC). In total, six horizons of
use were located. The excavation results from the cave are extremely important for chronological
considerations and aspects of continuity in the Cyclades, especially in relation to the transition from
the Neolithic to the Early Cycladic phases (4" — 3™ millennium BC). The study of organic remains,
including carbonized seeds, showed that the cave's inhabitants based their diet in cultivated
legumes and cereals, such as lentils and barley, and products of domesticated animal husbandry
(sheep and goats).

From the Final Neolithic layers (Zas ||IA-B) come also copper objects, such as axes and pins,
which are of great importance for understanding the origins of metallurgical practices in the
Aegean. A golden pierced band from the cave represents the oldest currently known item made
of precious metal in the Cyclades. It also confirms the participation of the islanders in Neolithic
exchange networks. Of particular interest are also the finds belonging to the so-called Kastri
phase (Early Cycladic period) and the pieces made of clay that bear seal and rope impressions.
In the uppermost layer (Zas V), finds belonging to the Middle and Late Bronze Age as well as to
historical times (i.e. Archaic, Classical, Hellenistic/Roman) were present. Some of the finds from
this site are exhibited in the archaeological museum in the Chora of Naxos.
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