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How was the bag designed?
This bag contains learning activities for Primary and Secondary 
Education students.

The bag is part of the LIFE17 NAT/GR/000522 - GRECABAT (“Greek Caves 
and Bats: Management Actions and Change of Attitude”, “Ελληνικά Σπή-
λαια και Χειρόπτερα: Διαχειριστικές Δράσεις και Αλλαγή Συμπεριφοράς”) 
Program and its themes have been adjusted to the actions of the program. It 
deals with the relationship of bats and cave-dwelling invertebrates with their 
environment, the impact of human activity on them and the need to conserve 
our natural ecosystems.

To this purpose, it contains the following activities:

1.	 simpler and more complex activities (for children of different ages)
2.	 paper activities (ideally indoors, outdoors too)
3.	 single and group learning activities (encouraging cooperation and team 

work)
4.	 nature-based activities
5.	 activities to familiarize students with scientific methodology (observation, 

formulating hypotheses, outdoor samplings, drawing conclusions)
6.	 creative activities (to enhance artistic expression, creative writing)
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Activities’ Worksheets  
for children  

aged 5-9 (Grades 1-3)
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BEETLE

BAT 1

BAT 2

BAT 3

CRICKET

SNAIL

HUMAN

A02.  Stories with finger puppets
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CRUMPLE

FOLD  
AND  
CUT

PUT TOGETHER

A03.  Make a paper bat
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A04.  Do bats and humans have anything in common?
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A05.  Drive the bat inside its cave
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Activities’ Worksheets  
for children  

aged 9-12 (Grades 4-6)
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B02.  Become a bat (A)
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B02.  Become a bat (B)

M
YO

TI
S

PI
N

K 
SN

O
U

T

LI
G

H
T 

FU
R

PI
N

K 
M

A
SK

PI
N

K 
EA

RS

LIFE GRECABAT  
(LIFE17 NAT/GR/000522)



13

B02.  Become a bat (C)
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B02.  Become a bat (D)
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B10. Cave board game (A)

Caves are used as shelters for many bat species because they can sleep there safely during the 
day and spend the winter without getting noticed by hawks and ferrets.
Caves are permanently inhabited by cave-dwelling crickets (we call them dolicopods because 
they have very tiny legs) and other cave-dwelling invertebrates (beetles, snails, spiders, isopods, 
millipedes etc.) that can’t live outside the caves.
Caves are also visited by humans, so that they can enjoy them or throw their garbage in them.
Can all these live together? Play the game and find out.
You will need: 

	■ One die
	■ Pawns (you can cut out the ones shown here)  

How to play...
Each of you must pick a 
character: a bat who hunts 
moths and sleeps by hanging 
from the roof of the cave, 
a dolicopod (cave-dwelling 
cricket) who munches on 
guano (bat manure) or a 
human who wants to change 
the cave and adjust it to their 
needs? Along the way, each 
of you will sometimes get and 
sometimes loose something 
(often as a result of someone 
else’s actions).
Roll the die in turns and move 
the same number of squares. 
Each square explains the 
player what they are going 
to be facing when they get 
there and how many squares 
forwards or backwards they 
must move.
The winner is the person who 
reaches the end first.
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B10. Cave board game (B)
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Activities’ Worksheets  
for children  

aged 12-15 (Grades 1-3)
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C04. How will you manage a cave?

Near your school, there is a small cave inhabited by 5 
protected bat species and 5 cave-dwelling invertebrates. 
One of these invertebrate species is endemic and lives 
exclusively in this cave.

The City Council has decided to open the cave to visitors 
by enlarging the entrance, by building a concrete path 
inside the cave and by installing lighting and an entrance 
door. Even though the decision to go ahead with this pro-
jects is made by the City Council, they must first take into 
consideration the opinions of the residents.

The project will bring visitors and more income for the 
local businesses (e.g. restaurants, taxis).

The project is important for the people who will work for 
it (construction company, workers, engineers) because it 
will bring more income in a period of crisis with very few 
projects like this.

These constructions and the frequent visits of people in 
the cave will cause disturbance to the bats (which prey 
on mosquitoes and other insects in the area), it will re-
duce the population of the cave-dwelling invertebrates, 
and the endemic invertebrate will be threatened with ex-
tinction if the cave changes.

Environmental legislation imposes the preservation of 
protected species (such as bats) and restrictions on pro-
jects that have been planned to be carried out in the 
habitats of these species (for example, the law requires 
Environmental Impact Studies which are assessing the 
impact of each project and include proposals for correc-
tive measures).

Cave construction projects require licensing by the Ar-
chaeological Authority (due to staff shortages this can 
take months or even years), because many caves contain 
archaeological and paleoanthropological findings.

LIFE GRECABAT  
(LIFE17 NAT/GR/000522)



How can we learn more?

For the LIFE GRECABAT project and the bats,  
you can visit the project’s website:  
https://www.lifegrecabat.eu/  

the project’s facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/LIFEGRECABAT/ 

For cave-dwelling animals in each cave in Greece,  
visit the free-access database  
(https://database.inspee.gr/), which has been  
developed by the Hellenic Institute  
of Speleological Research.


